Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

Part 1

1. The poem begins at Christmas. What kinds of activities occur during this festival?

2. Compare this celebration with those seen in Beowulf.

3. More women are described in this festival. How are they described? What do they do?

4. On line 86, Arthur is described as “a little boyish”. In what way could that be a criticism of the king?

5. Why does Arthur not sit down to eat with his guests?

6. What is unusual about the knight who enters the court?

7. What is unusual about his horse?

8. Explain the supernatural element in these descriptions.

9. In what way does the knight show that he comes in peace?

10. “This horseman hurtles in, and the hall enters.” How does this description show something about the knight’s character?

11. How does the court respond to this knight?

12. What two things about the court has the knight herd?

13. How does the phrase “beardless children’ serve as an insult?

14. What is the “game” the knight offers the court?

15. How does the court first respond to this offer?

16. Gawain offers to take the king’s place in playing this game. What reason does he give for doing so?

17. List the rules of the game.

18. When will the knight tell his name and his home’s location?

19. What happens to the green knight once he loses his head?

20. What instructions does the green knight’s head give Gawain?

21. How does Arthur’s behavior after the knight’s departure support the court’s reputation?

22. How does Part 1 end that casts a foreboding tone on Gawain’s chances for survival?

Part 2

1. Part 2 begins with a swift description of the changing seasons. What is this description so quick?

2. All Saints Day is Nov. 1. What does Arthur do on that day?

3. A long description is given of Gawain’s armor. What major color is used?

4. Gawain’s shield is described in detail. What are the major features?

5. Gawain heads North on his quest. Describe the countryside.

6. What kinds of creatures must he fight? Relate these to the setting.

7. What is the poet trying to infer about the Northern part of England through his descriptions?

8. What helps Gawain on his quest?

9. On Christmas Eve, Gawain prays three times. What almost supernatural things occurs the third time he prays?

10. What is unusual about the castle Gawain sees?

11. How does the guard at the gate greet Gawain? Contrast this greeting to the one Beowulf receives when he first comes to Hrothgar’s mead hall.

12. Describe the master of the castle.

13. Gawain has been cold, hungry, and in danger for over a month. What does his greeting at the castle do for Gawain? Could that be dangerous for a man to get so comfortable?

14. How does the Lord of the castle respond when he finds out Gawain’s identity?

15. How has Gawain’s reputation preceded him? How is that like the Anglo-Saxon culture?

16. Two women live at the castle. What clues is given about the younger women that suggests a supernatural element?

17. Describe the old woman. Compare her to the young woman.

18. What woman gets more respect?

19. How is Gawain treated the second day of his stay?

20. How does that treatment throw Gawain off guard?

21. How does the Lord of the castle respond when Gawain tells him of his quest?

22. What assurances does the Lord make to Gawain about finishing his quest?

23. What type of game does the Lord propose that he and Gawain play?

Part 3

1. This part of the poem begins with a description of the Lord’s hunt. What animal does he hunt? Describe the characteristics of that animal.

2. Describe the hunt.

3. A second hunt begins back at the castle. While Gawain sleeps[ and they slept naked back then] who comes into his room?

4. Explain Gawain’s  embarrassment. What does he FIRST do when the Lord’s wife comes into his room?

5. What is the first “threat” the Lady makes?

6. What does the Lady say she has heard about Gawain?

7. In what way does the Lady tempt Gawain?

8. Compare Gawain to the deer.

9. How does Gawain attempt to tell the Lady “no” without losing his chivalry?

10. Look carefully for the Lady’s motives in her actions.

11. What does Gawain gin from the Lady before she leaves?

12. When the Lord returns at sunset, where does he find Gawain?

13. What do the two men exchange as part of the agreement to their game?

14. Why doesn’t Gawain tell the Lord where he got the kiss?

15. Gawain and the Lord make the same bargain for a second day. What does the Lord hung?

16. Note the descriptions of the dangers of the hunt.

17. The Lady comes to Gawain’s bedroom on the second day as well. In what way does Gawain act differently when she first comes into his room?

18. In what way is the Lady’s hunt a little more aggressive at this time?

19. In what way does she put more pressure on Gawain for being courteous to her without offending his host?

20. The Lord returns home with the boar’s head. Compare this to the Anglo-Saxon culture. How does the Lady’s hunt in the bedroom compare to the boar hunt?

21. What is the exchange of gifts on the second day?

22. The third day of the game is New Year’s Eve. What does the Lord assure Gawain about reaching the Green Chapel?

23. What should Gawain be suspicious of that the reader sees but that he cannot?

24. What does Gawain not catch about th Lord’s remark about Gawain’s behavior?

25. What does the Lord hunt on the third day? What is different about this animal?

26. The Lady’s dress is described in more detail in her third hunt. What might be implied about her expectations based on this description?

27. Gawain is having a nightmare when she enters his room. Of what has he been dreaming.

28. Compare the two hunts.

29. Once the Lady realizes she cannot tempt Gawain sexually, what next test does she give?

30. What reason does Gawain give for not accepting this offer?

31. What is the next gift offered? Notice the color.

32. Why does Gawain give into this temptation?

33. What does Gawain do once he gets dressed? Why?

34. During the first two days, Gawain waits until the Lord comes into the castle to greet him. On the third day, Gawain meets him first and gives his “gifts” first. Why?

Part 4

1. In Part 2, Gawain’s arming is vividly described, including the pentangle. While his shield is described in detail in Part 2, what is described this time?

2. The pentangle is rich with Christian symbolism. Now the Green Belt is given more importance than the shield. Is it Christian or pagan? Significance?

3. How does Gawain’s guide try to tempt him?

4. What does the Green Chapel look like?

5. What does Gawain hear when he gets there? How does that create tension?

6. What does the Green Knight do to make Gawain nervous?

7. What does Gawain do when the Green Knight being to swing his ax?

8. How does the Green Knight tease Gawain a second time?

9. How does Gawain respond to this teasing?

10. When the Green Knight does swing the third time, what does he do? Notice th numbers.

11. Gawain is so relieved to be alive, how does he behave?

12. Why do you think the Green Knight feels “it pleases him well” at Gawain’s response?

13. What does the Green Knight reveal about himself?

14. Why does the Green Knight find no fault in Gawain’s acquisition of the green belt?

15. What awful lessons has the Green Knight taught the overly confident Gawain?

16. Gawain is not chivalrous when the mentions the Green Knight’s wife after the knight offers Gawain hospitality a second time. What does Gawain say?

17. Who is the old women? What is her relationship to Arthur? What are her motives?

18. Who is the Green Knight?

19. What lesson does Gawain learn from his quest?

20. What does the poet try to imply about chivalry?

